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Abstract:
This research aims to analyze the legal and institutional regulation of juvenile rehabilitation centers and schools in Iraq,
and to assess the extent of their alignment with international, regional, Arab, and Islamic standards, with the purpose of
identifying strengths and weaknesses and proposing avenues for development. The central research problem is whether
the Iraqi legislator has succeeded in establishing a comprehensive framework for these institutions that reflects the
philosophy of reform and modern justice. The study adopts an analytical-comparative methodology, examining Iraqi
legal and regulatory texts and comparing them with international, regional, Arab, and Islamic instruments. The findings
reveal that while Iraqi law provides a clear framework for such institutions, it does not explicitly stipulate that
deprivation of liberty should be a last resort, and practical implementation suffers from limited resources and a shortage
of specialized staff. The research recommends legislative reform, the incorporation of alternatives to detention,
strengthening judicial oversight, and expanding educational and vocational programs to balance community protection
with safeguarding children’s rights.
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