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Introduction

The use of historical figures in modern Arabic poetry is one of the most prominent manifestations
of the interaction between the past and the present. Poets resort to invoking symbols from
history, mythology, and religious and literary figures to imbue their texts with semantic and
aesthetic depth. This use is not limited to merely recalling names or events; rather, it transcends
this to become an artistic tool for expressing contemporary issues and projecting the concerns of
the present onto the mirror of the past. Historical figures are transformed into living symbols
bearing intellectual and emotional dimensions, contributing to the enrichment of the poetic text
by connecting different eras and generating multiple meanings. This interaction also reflects the
poet's awareness of their cultural heritage and affirms their ability to reformulate it in accordance
with their modern vision. Hence the importance of studying this topic to uncover the

mechanisms, patterns, and implications of its use, and how it contributes to building a new poetic
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discourse that combines authenticity and modernity, affirming the continuity of heritage as a
fundamental source of poetic creativity. Riyad Al-Saleh Al-Hussein employed historical figures in
his poetry as symbolic representations, reflecting the concerns of contemporary humanity and
imbuing his texts with cultural depth. He used names like Nero and Lucifer, among others, to
establish a dialogue between the past and the present, projecting issues of freedom and justice
onto figures with historical roots in his poetic selections. He also transformed them into symbols
of dialogue and conflict, reinterpreting them within a contemporary context that reflects issues of
freedom, justice, and alienation. This use of historical figures lends his poetry a symbolic

dimension and underscores the connection between heritage and modern human experience.
Keywords (heritage figures, personality, Riyad Al-Salih Al-Hussein, poetry)
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