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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the life of an important historical figure, Sultan Orhan ibn Osman, who
ruled from 1326 AD to 1360 AD as the second sultan of the Ottoman Empire. He played a significant role in
expanding the Ottoman state and consolidating its rule in Anatolia. Born in 1281 AD, Orhan was the son of
Osman |, the founder of the Ottoman Empire. One of the most prominent achievements during his reign was the
remarkable military expansion, as he managed to conquer vast areas in western Anatolia, including Bursa, which
became the first capital of the Ottoman state after its conquestin 1326 AD.

Orhan worked on better organizing the state by establishing administrative and financial systems based

on military discipline. He founded the Divan system, which helped improve state governance. Additionally, he
supported agricultural and commercial development, contributing to economic stability in the empire. Orhan
encouraged the construction of various facilities such as bridges and mosques.
He also established the Janissary corps as part of his military reforms, aiming to strengthen the state and ensure
the loyalty of its armed forces. The Janissaries became one of the most important and powerful military units in
the Ottoman Empire. Orhan sought to build alliances with local and regional powers and strengthened the
Ottoman Empire's relations with its neighbors, including the Byzantines, facilitating the empire’s expansion into
Europe.

Orhan also laid the foundations for a hereditary system of rule in the Ottoman Empire. He established a
system in which the throne would be inherited by his sons, thereby introducing the concept of dynastic
succession. This helped to ensure political stability by reducing conflicts over the throne among members of the
ruling family. As a result, the Ottoman Empire was able to continue expanding and.
developing Thus, Orhan is considered the true founder of the Ottoman Empire due to the significant expansion
and development that took place during his reign. He died due to illness, with his health deteriorating in the final
years of his rule. Sultan Orhan was buried in the city of Bursa, which was the capital of the Ottoman Empire
during his time.

Keywords: Sultan Orhan, true founder, Ottoman Empire, Janissaries, hereditary succession
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