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The construction of the human deity in Arab heritage: from

veneration to tyranny
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Summary:

Humanity has known the deification of human beings since time immemorial. Perhaps the driving force behind
this is fear and trust. Sometimes, humans feared the surrounding natural forces and sought a protector, a
protector possessing powers beyond their own. At other times, they feared being alone and living as strangers,
required to find solutions to all the questions surrounding them. Therefore, they integrated into the community
and adopted its beliefs. Sometimes, humans found themselves bewildered, wondering how to overcome all their
problems without someone to offer help and support in fulfilling their needs. They had to trust in a higher power
they felt could grant their desires. Fear and trust drove them to search for a god. If they couldn't find a heavenly
deity, they created an earthly one—a leader, a folk hero, or a saint. They would then venerate that leader,

sometimes turning him into a tyrant and despot, thus transforming veneration into tyranny.
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