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The problem of state and religion in Israel and its impact on the domestic legal

system and international obligations
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This study concludes that the problematic relationship between the state and religion in Israel represents a central challenge
to the domestic legal system. The overlap between Jewish religious authorities and civil law affects the principle of equality before the
law, the protection of minority rights, and freedom of belief. The study finds that Israeli legislation and judicial practice sometimes reflect
a preference for religious authority in specific areas, such as personal status matters, thereby creating a conflict between the principles of
domestic law and international human rights standards.

The study also demonstrates that Israel’s international obligations, particularly those arising from human rights treaties, face
significant challenges as a result of this overlap. This situation underscores the need to review legislation and legal practices to ensure
their conformity with international principles and to prevent discrimination among citizens on the basis of religion or national identity.

Accordingly, the study emphasizes that addressing the issue of religion and state in Israel requires comprehensive legal and
legislative reforms, as well as strengthening the judiciary’s oversight role, in order to achieve a balance between the state’s religious
identity and the principles of justice and equality. The study further recommends raising legal and political awareness among decision-
makers and civil society actors to address the repercussions of this overlap on individual and collective rights and to reinforce Israel’s
commitment to the principles of international law. In light of these findings, it can be concluded that the relationship between the state
and religion in Israel is not merely a theoretical issue, but a practical one with direct implications for citizens' rights, legal stability, and
the state’s international obligations. This makes it a crucial focus for any legal or political study seeking to understand the internal and
external challenges facing the Israeli system.
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