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The Conceptual Problem of Maritime Activity in the Western Mediterranean
during the Modern Period
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Abstract
Western academic descriptions converge on describing Islamic maritime activity during the modern period as piracy, while
concealing the extent of its practice by European countries, except for some historians such as Fernand Braudel, who shed light on it,
describing it as a minor war that came as an extension of the major war between the Ottoman Empire and Spain. In another aspect,
this activity is reviewed in Islamic historical writings and educational circles as a maritime jihad to preserve the domain of the House of
Islam from European Christian harassments as a means of defense. Between the two aspects, | try to compare the procedural practices
and observe the extent of the similarity and common points, given that each deals with capture and plunder and exploits the
geographical factor represented by the bays and water straits, and they have a common economic fuel that feeds them. However, the
study concludes by identifying the dividing line between the two practices, given that there are points where piracy does not meet with
maritime jihad, since the latter was known for controls, limits, and a reference that it relies on, while piracy did not adhere to any

reference.
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