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The Iraqi Legislative Position on Children’s Freedom of Thought, Conscience, and
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Abstract:This study aims to assess the extent to which Iraqi legislation and policies align with international and Islamic
standards in safeguarding children’s right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion—a fundamental right
situated at the intersection of constitutional, religious, and international legal frameworks. Adopting a comparative
analytical methodology, the research examines legal texts, jurisprudential interpretations, and institutional practices,
with particular focus on religious affiliation, freedom of manifestation, and the role of the family. Findings reveal near-
complete alignment in protecting children’s freedom of thought and conscience, moderate alignment in the freedom to
manifest belief, and significant divergence in the freedom of religion, particularly regarding choice and conversion. The
study concludes with legislative, policy, and implementation-oriented recommendations, including a time-bound action
framework aimed at strengthening legal safeguards and regulating restrictions in a manner that balances national
foundations with Iraq'’s international obligations.
Keywords: Freedom of thought and conscience, freedom of religion for children, Iraqi legislation, Kurdistan Region

laws, legislative harmonization, legal protection.
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