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Abstract:

Ubayd Allah al-Mahdi launched his activities from the city of Raqqada, which he made the administrative
capital of the Fatimid state. He began by selecting his workers, recruiting them from among the people of the Kutama
and from among the Moroccans he trusted. Here, he entrusted Abu Abdullah al-Shi'i with the task of subjugating the
central and far Maghreb, as these regions were not yet under Fatimid control. Abu Abdullah al-Mahdi set out in 297
AH/909 AD, accompanied by some Kutama leaders. His goal was to subjugate the Zenata tribes living south of the
Kutama. These tribes opposed the Fatimid presence in the Maghreb due to sectarian differences, in addition to the
Zenata's proclivity toward the Umayyad state in Andalusia. Furthermore, the leadership in the central Maghreb was
held by the Zenata tribe, and a Fatimid presence in the Maghreb would pose a threat to them. He was able to enter the
region, which came under his control, and he began to garner money from its people. However, stability in the Maghreb
did not last long due to the dispute that occurred between Abu Abdullah al-Shi'i and Ubayd Allah al-Mahdi. Since al-
Mahdi’s arrival in his capital, Raqqada, he wanted to be the first to control the state, so he began distributing positions to
his confidants, excluding the Kutama and Banu Aghlab, and he chose a number of workers to fill administrative
positions. These actions carried out by al-Mahdi did not please Abu Abdullah al-Shi’i, as he objected to the policy that al-
Mahdi followed with the Kutama tribe, which Abu Abdullah al-Shi'i found to cause harm to the emerging Fatimid state.
Therefore, he began to fear Ubayd Allah al-Mahdi, and that al-Mahdi began to take measures to limit his influence. Abu
Abdullah al-Shi'i agreed with Abu al-Abbas and his followers from the Kutama tribe to eliminate al-Mahdi. They entered
his palace to kill him repeatedly, but they did not dare to do so. News of them reached al-Mahdi through a denunciation
from one of the conspirators to kill him, so al-Mahdi dispersed them throughout the country to get rid of Their meetings,
which they hold at Aba Zaki Tamam bin Ma'arik’s.

key words
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