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The implications of digital discourse in hashtags circulating about the
war on Gaza on the X platform during the years(2025-2024)
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Abstract:
This research aims to conduct a semiotic analysis of the hashtags circulating about the war on Gaza
on the X platform (formerly Twitter), to reveal their explicit and implicit connotations, and to
deconstruct the accompanying digital discourse, by employing Roland Barthes' semiotic approach,
which distinguishes between the signifier, the signified, and the symbolic significance. The
intentional sample included (28) prominent hashtags that interacted with the war during the years
(2024-2025), where they were analyzed in light of the textual and visual contexts that accompanied
them. The research results revealed that these hashtags do not only represent digital classification
tools, but rather go beyond that to being ideological symbols and indicators of political and cultural
biases, used to shape public opinion and build narratives of identity, resistance, and the enemy. The
research concluded that the pro-Palestinian discourse has a humanitarian-liberation character, while
the Israeli discourse uses digital symbols to justify and legitimize violence, within a security and
mythical discourse.
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