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Symbolic Feminist Violence in Virtual Space: An Analytical Study on

Some Feminist Pages on Facebook
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Abstract:
The study examines representations of feminist symbolic violence in digital spaces.

Contemporary feminism has increasingly entered the cyber public sphere. Since women
and girls are especially exposed to digital violence, and since violence remains a
mechanism of social control in patriarchal societies, the study analyzes Facebook
comments posted on Algerian feminist pages to identify forms of symbolic violence.
The findings show that virtual space enables the production of digital symbolic violence
against feminist movements. They also indicate that men’s symbolic violence against
Algerian feminist movements is rooted in the inherited patriarchal culture embedded in
the Algerian social imaginary. In addition, women’s hostility toward feminism shows
that women, too, may reproduce symbolic violence.

Keywords:Symbolic violence; Feminists; Virtual spaces; Facebook; Social control Patriarchal
societies.
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