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Abstract:
This study analyzes the transformation of the digital public sphere into a space of
surveillance and accountability through citizens’ crime documentation practices on
social media. It is based on a content analysis of a purposive sample of 58 videos and
official statements issued by Algerian security and judicial institutions. The findings
reveal the predominance of citizens as the primary source of crime documentation and
the emergence of a synoptic surveillance pattern in which the many monitor the few.
The circulation of such content contributes to accelerating institutional responses and
judicial processes, although it rarely qualifies as legally admissible evidence and raises
legal and ethical concerns related to privacy and defamation. The study concludes that
the digital public sphere has become a central actor in reshaping citizen—institution
relations within contemporary digital surveillance contexts.

Keywords: Citizen Journalism; Crime; Digital Public Sphere; Social Media;
Synopticon
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