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Abstract:
This study aims to re-evaluate the Bullet Theory (or Hypodermic Needle Theory) in the
context of the digital age and social media, despite its previous classification as
outdated and irrelevant. The research focuses on analyzing the theory's core principles,
discussing counter-arguments, and assessing its relevance amidst recent media
developments. Despite criticisms suggesting an active audience capable of selective
exposure , the study argues that recent incidents, such as the spread of misinformation
during the COVID-19 pandemic and the 2019 Algerian elections, revive the theory's
importance and its ""'zombie effect.”" impact on a segment of the audience .The research
recommends further investigation into the role of this theory in understanding digital
audience behavior amidst the proliferation of fake news.
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