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Abstract: This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of the techno-economic, technological, and typological
features of the Aterian lithic assemblage recovered from the open-air site of El-Haouara, located in the Tabelbala
Saoura region of the southwestern Algerian Sahara. The collection comprises 3375 lithic artifacts, including 202 cores
and 3173 debitage products, among which 83 tanged pieces are identified. The assemblage is predominantly
composed of locally available quartzite, which shows minimal signs of surface weathering. Techno-economic
analysis suggests that the initial stages of raw material preparation, including decortication and partial shaping, were
carried out off-site. The material was then transported to the site in the form of semi-prepared blocks, where further
knapping was performed to produce a range of flakes used in both expedient and formal tool production. The latter
involved the application of Levallois, discoid, and prismatic flaking methods. Levallois reduction strategies dominate
the assemblage, particularly the bipolar recurrent and preferential flake variants. This pattern differs from other
Aterian sites in North Africa and the Sahara, where centripetal recurrent Levallois reduction is more commonly
attested. A typological analysis confirms that this assemblage belongs to the Aterian cultural tradition, providing new
insights into technological variability within Middle Stone Age industries in arid North Africa

Keywords: Aterian, Technological, Typological, EI-Haoura, Tabelbala (Saoura, Beni Abbes).
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Evolution 64, 2013, pp. 194-210.
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* Champault, B. L’Acheuléen évolué au Sahara occidental. Notes sur I’Homme du Paléolithique ancien. Thése de
doctorat, Faculté des Lettres, Paris, 1966, 2 vols, 1068 p.

? Chavaillon, J. Les Formations Quaternaires Du Sahara Nord-Occidental, Impr. Priester, Paris, 1964, 393p.

* Chavaillon, N. L’Atérien du Foum el Hartani au Sahara nord-occidental (République Algérienne). Bulletin de la
Société préhistorique frangaise, 82(10), 1985, pp. 307- 337.

> Alimen, M.-H. Considérations sur la chronologie de 1’Acheuléen africain. Bulletin de la Société préhistorique
francaise. Comptes rendus des séances mensuelles, 74(2), 1977, pp. 42- 51.

% Alimen, H. Evolution du climat et des civilisations depuis 40 000 ans du nord au sud du Sahara Occidental (premiéres
conceptions confrontées aux données récentes) , Bulletin de 1’ Association frangaise pour 1’étude du quaternaire, 24 (4)
1987, pp. 215- 227.
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