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Abstract

The importance of studying the urban development of Saharan ksour lies in understanding how
their inhabitants adapted to harsh environmental conditions, whether natural or climatic. This is
particularly evident in their ability to cope with high temperatures and scarce water resources.
These ksour also reflect the social customs, traditions, and ways of life of their communities, as
embodied in both the external urban form and the internal architectural design of the buildings.
Among the most notable ksour in the Laghouat province is the Ksour of Ain Madbhi, distinguished
by its stone architecture, which reflects a deep historical legacy and offers valuable lessons in
sustainable building techniques and adaptation to the Saharan environment. The site also includes
the Tijaniyya Zawiya, classified as national heritage in 1982, and considered a significant
historical landmark and religious pilgrimage site.

This research focuses on identifying the stages of urban development of Ain Madhi from its
origins to its current form. It explores how the site has evolved and adapted in response to its
surroundings, considering the principles of Islamic urban planning and the unique features of
Saharan ksour. This study addresses the choice of location, adaptation strategies for the desert
climate, the overall design and internal layout of the ksar.

Keywords: Saharan ksour, Ain Madhi, Laghouat, urban development, adaptation.
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