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Abstract

This study addresses the choice of location, adaptation strategies for the desert climate, the overall design
and internal layout of the ksar. Accordingly, the cities of the Central Maghreb still preserve a substantial
heritage of these fortifications in their various forms—forts, citadels, and walls. These structures received
considerable attention from the rulers who shaped the region’s history. Their main purpose was to defend
property and lives, protect cities and fend off repeated raids and attacks. Wars and conflicts experienced by
the region contributed to strengthening the focus on constructing walls and their associated features, such as
towers, arrow slits, and other defensive annexes. As a result, these structures became an essential component
of the urban system of the medieval city. Thus, the walls of Central Maghreb cities played a prominent role in
safeguarding and protecting these urban centers throughout the various medieval periods that shaped their
political and architectural history.
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