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The defensive fortifications of the Bani Hammad fortress
Manar Tower as a model.
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Abstract

Qalaat Beni Hammad was the capital of the Central Maghreb in the 5th century AH / 11th
century AD. It emerged at the beginning of the year 400 AH / late 1009 AD as the capital of the
Zirid province of Ashir, founded by Hamma lbn Buluggin Ibn Ziri Al-Sanhaji. Later, it became
the capital of the Hammadid state following the division of the Zirid realm into two states starting

from 408 AH / 1018 AD, and the fortress reached the peak of its prosperity during that period.

The Qalaat also represents a remarkable model of fortified cities. Its location was chosen in a
naturally well-defended site, further strengthened by walls, towers, and solid gates, making it one
of the most fortified cities of its time. It still preserves some archaeological remains attesting to
this, among which the Minaret Tower, the subject of this study, stands out. The article focuses on
both the historical and archaeological aspects of this monument, aiming to deduce from it the main
features that characterized the defensive fortifications of the citadel
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! - https://web.archive.org/web/ consulté le (26/10/2024).
?_Topographie: Kalaa des Beni Hammad , consulté le (15/05/2025)
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