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The Impact of Topographical Features on the

Defensive Architectural System of the Islamic City
"The Ramparts of the beni Hammad Fortress as a Model"
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Abstract:

Populations often aspire to progress and prosperity, which are often linked to the security conditions they experience
at local, regional or international levels. The repercussions of this factor can be seen in many areas of life, particularly
in civilisation itself, including in architecture and urban planning, both of which are important components. Based on
this important concept, Muslims sought to secure their cities by providing them with the necessary architectural and
natural fortifications. These include various topographical elements, such as mountains and rounded shapes, which fit
perfectly into the architectural defensive system. The goal of this research is to identify the natural and architectural
fortifications of the city of Al-Qalaa, in addition to clarifying the relationship between a form of architectural
fortification, represented by walls that are almost always present in Islamic cities, and the distinctive topographical
features of the construction location, and their role in the orientation of this type of architecture and the intended
defensive purpose.
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