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Abstract

This article focuses on the emergence and development of Fatimid urban planning in the Kutama region,
the center of the Ismaili mission (da‘wa) led by Abt ‘Abd Allah al-Shi‘l, who drew on the experience of
Mansar al-Yaman. This transformation from secret proselytism to military empowerment began with the
establishment of centers with political, religious, and architectural significance. Among the most prominent
of these was the fortress of Igjan, which was carefully chosen for its naturally fortified location, its distance
from trade routes, its abundant water sources, and the surrounding mountains—all of which made it an ideal
base for the Ismaili movement.

The article highlights the nature of the urban planning that characterized Fatimid cities, typically divided

into three main sectors: an administrative and religious center (including the mosque, the governor’s
residence, and the market), residential quarters, and defensive walls and towers. At Igjan, archaeological
remains such as fortifications, towers, cemeteries, and pottery have been uncovered, indicating intense
military and social activities. Additional discoveries include terracotta water pipes, underground tunnels and
hideouts, as well as evidence of weapon manufacturing workshops, further emphasizing the fortress’s military
role.

The Fatimids applied principles of “repelling harm and bringing benefit” in their city planning, reflecting
an advanced civilizational vision. Igjan represented a model of Islamic fortifications and played a crucial role
in establishing control over the central Maghreb. This architectural heritage demonstrates the harmony
between political, religious, and military objectives, as well as the Ismaili organization’s role in transforming
tribal structures into an integrated urban system.

The study of the fortress reveals the infrastructure and strategic thinking that laid the foundation for the
Fatimid state, offering a clear example of the Islamic city model.
Keywords: Igjan, Fatimid State, military architecture, central Maghreb, Islamic cities.
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