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Abstract: The state of Bani Hammad is one of the Islamic states that was established in
Algeria, and attributed to its founder Hammad Ibn Buluggin Ibn Ziri 1bn Manad Al-Sanhaji.
The Sanhaja tribe is considered one of the most prominent Berber tribes, branching into
several branches. The fortress of Bani Hammad was the capital of the Hammadid state, which
was founded in 398 AH corresponding to 1007 AD. The Hammadid state reached the pinnacle
of progress and development in several fields, notably in art, architecture, urbanization, and
sciences, although it did not last for more than half a century. Many historical sources praised
the position that the citadel held at that time, which was revealed by some archaeological
excavations carried out in the fortress before and after the independence. These insufficient
works are still waiting further archaeological excavations in several areas, knowing that the
archaeological site of the fortress is classified as a World Heritage Site. This article aims to
highlight the remains of the fortress after its ruin and all the artefacts preserved in some
national and international museums, in order to reveal the level of sophistication and
development that characterized the Hammadid civilization. We also expect mentioning some
artistic and architectural influences exported by the fortress of Bani Hammad to some
neighboring areas and the role played by the Hammadid citadel in the history of Islamic

civilization in Algeria.
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° Lucien Golvin, Recherches archéologiques a la Kalaa des Beni Hammad, GP Maison neuve et la
rose, Paris, 1965.
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