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Excavations of Rachid Bourouiba in the kalaa of Bani Hammad
- testimonies and evidences-
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Abstract:

After the independence, with our historical and archaeological asset, Rachid Bourouiba and his
fellows (historians and archaeologists) were faced with the need to rewrite the nation’s history in an
objective manner. This was by highlighting our great archaeological heritage, so that our country can
take its place among the other nations and raise the profile of our ancestral civilisation.

In this study, we tried to go deep in the biography of the famous Algerian archaeologist Rachid
Borouiba, especially in his excavations in Kalaa of Bani Hammad, relying on the testimonies of his
contemporaries and on his studies and researchs and posing the following issue: What are the most
important living testimonies and studies relating to Rachid Bourouiba's excavations at Kalaa Bani
Hammad?

In this study, we used two methodologies: historical and descriptive one, imposed by the nature of the
topic. At the end, we have reached a number of conclusions, most importantly, that Rachid Bourouiba is
considered “the godfather and the pioneer of Islamic archaeological studies and research in Algeria after
independence and until his death.
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