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Mashrabiya one of the elements of ventilation and lighting in Islamic architecture
(The mashrabia of Constantin’s Ahmed Bey as a model)
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Abstract

Muslims lived in different environments and climatic zones, each with its own characteristics and
conditions, which was a challenge for the Muslim architect who succeeded in innovating solutions to
meet the needs of his community. This has given rise to a variety of styles and patterns of architectural
elements that are uniform in their functional aspect. From these elements, we find the mashrabiya, ,
which were able (thanks to its small laticed openings) to address an architectural function that
contributed to reducing the power of lighting entering the dwelling and allowing air to ventilate internal
spaces while preserving the privacy of the occupants of the space.

Keywords: Mashrabiya ; Palace; Aesthetic; function; Khartoum.
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