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Abstract

The tombs of Tipasa have been widely excavated, with discoveries published in numerous
papers, though little attention has been given to funerary practices within these graves. Our
research aims to address this by exploring the "Symbolism of Funerary Oil Lamps during the
Roman Period"” using data from graves dated between the 1st century BC and the 3rd century
AD.

We focus on this period because oil lamps were frequently placed in funeral monuments as
part of pagan burial customs, yet their symbolic meaning remains underexplored. This study
aims to explore the role of these lamps in Ancient Tipasa society, in order to uncover beliefs
about death and the rituals associated with these artefacts. For this reason, it is important to
look at the location of these ceramics inside the tombs and the decoration and patterns they
present suggesting their importance in broader funerary symbolism.
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Z Carton (L.), « Les fabriques des lampes dans 1’ancienne Afrique », B.S.G.A.O, 1916, p.1

® Cardaillac (F.), Histoire de la lampe antique en Afrique , Paris.1991 , p.10.

* Bernard (D.), « L antiquité est représentée en Afrique », Paris T 11 2° partie, p.204

® Hérodote, Histoire, Livre 11, (2-62) LXII

® Cardaillac (F.), Op.Cit, p.9.

" Darenberg et.Edmond saglio( M.), Dictionnaire des antiquités grecques et romaines, Tome I, p.914.
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B Lancel (J.), « Tipasitana | : fouilles dans la nécropole occidentale de Tipasa », (rapport sur les
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Y Lancel (J.), « Tipasitana IV : La nécropole romaine occidentale de la porte de Césarée », (rapport
préliminaire 1964- 65) B.A.A, 1V, 1964-1965.
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