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A collection of Commemorative Inscriptions from the Ottoman era preserved in

the National Public Museum of Ancient Antiquities
- Characteristics and Contents -
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Abstract

The courtyard of the National Public Museum of Ancient Antiquities is distinguished by the fact that it contains a
collection of Inscriptions dating back to the Ottoman era, recorded in the Ottoman and Arabic languages, and relating
to all types of buildings that the city of Algeria knew in this era. Whether religious, civil, or military, it was distinguished
by many artistic and technical characteristics in terms of form, such as calligraphy, decorations, the material used, and
the technique of implementation, and in terms of various contents, such as formulas, titles, jobs, flags, and architectural
terminology. The study was divided into three important elements: introducing the collection studied and the most
important studies that dealt with describing and documenting these Inscriptions since the French era, and classifying
the Inscriptions according to the types of buildings according to the chronological sequence, and the technical and
artistic characteristics of raw material, methods of implementation, calligraphy, forms of letters, and decorative
elements with which these Inscriptions were decorated. These were represented by floral and geometric decorations,
and finally the contents contained in the texts of the Inscriptions It includes the formulas on which every memorial
text is based, such as religious openings and supplications, methods of recording history, whether in numbers, letters,
or arithmetic sentences according to the Eastern and Maghreb methods, and the govenors who owned the works and
their titles.
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