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Function of water management in the roman period
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Abstract
In the Mediterranean world, subject to the vagaries of a contrasting climate, the management of water resources in
antiquity was an important issue in most ancient Roman cities, particularly in the North of Africa, where water was
more or less scarce, especially in cities where demand was growing. Archaeological remains are the best evidence of
the importance of water to the prestige of these cities, which had to adorn themselves with thermal structures,
fountains and nymphaeum that represented the prosperity and splendor of all cities in the Roman Empire. Given the
importance of water in daily life, Roman cities had to manage it as well as possible to make the most of it. Moreover,
ancient and epigraphic texts, however diverse they may be, tell us of the existence of regulations governing the
management of water, which encompassed both the usefulness (Usus) and hygiene (Salubritas) and even the safety
(Securitas) of the city, as well as the various functions associated with it, such as that of the magistrate in charge of
water management (curator aquarum) and that of the slave or freedman (aquarius), who were responsible for
supplying water to Rome and its provinces, including Africa. Unfortunately, literary texts and epigraphy on Roman

Africa are extremely sparse.
Keywords: Water, management, curatores aquarum, aquarii, supply, Roman Africa.
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Corbier.M,la famille des Sejan a Volsinii : la dédicace des Seii, curatoresaquae, M.E.F.R.A, t 92 n 02, 1983, pp719-
756
%Barrate.F, « L’eau en Afrique, villes et campagnes, in 1’eau en méditerranée de 1’antiquité au moyen age », Actes du
22 colloque de la villa Kerylos a Beaulieu sur mer, octobre 2011, Paris, Académie des inscriptions et belles lettres 2012
ppl41-164(cahiers de la villa Kerylos 23)
picard.G.Ch, la civilisation de I’ Afrique romaine, Paris, 1959, p 206 .
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8Ronin.M, « Travaux hydrauliques et consensus municipal en Afrique romaine (II-IV) », in F. Hurlet, V. Brouquier-
Reddé (eds.), L’eau dans les villes du Maghreb et leur territoire a 1'époque romaine. Actes du colloque organisé a
Bordeaux en décembre 2012 (Bordeaux), 2018, pp63-72
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