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Abstract:
The establishment of political, economic, and security relations between
Algeria and the West African region has resulted in the creation of common ties
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throughout history. The religious and spiritual aspect aids in strengthening and
supporting it.

In addition to the historical commonality and geographical extension, Algeria
possesses an important religious heritage that it can expand to the countries of the
region. As a parallel approach to the economic, development, military and security
approaches that relate to the environment of the region, to support its foreign policy
and strengthen its presence in the West African region.

From the standpoint of activating mechanisms based mainly on mobilizing the
Zawaya and the Sufi orders, their netwotk of transnational relations, the
Association of Scholars, and the imams of the Sahel countries, Historically, these
mechanisms have proven their ability to spread moderate Islam and reject violence,
extremism and terrorism, and this is consistent with the Algerian security approach
in the region, which is based on combating symmetrical (non-international) security
threats emanating from the region. As it poses a threat to Algerian national security,
Algeria realizes the necessity of activating its religious and spiritual diplomacy to
enhance its presence in the region and serve its interests, especially in light of the
international competition in the region.

Keywords: religious diplomacy; West Africa region; International compétition;

the Zawaya and the Sufi orders; Foreign Policy.
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