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Abstract:
This research examines the visual image and scenographic design in contemporary English
productions of Romeo and Juliet during the early twenty-first century. It focuses on two
selected performances staged in England: the 2009 Shakespeare’s Globe production directed
by Dominic Dromgoole with scenography by Simon Daw, and the 2018 Royal Shakespeare
Company production directed by Erica Whyman with design by Tom Piper.
The study aims to explore the relationship between viewing angles and scenic design, and
how this relationship reflects postmodern aesthetics, emphasizing the influence of
Minimalism as a visual and spatial principle in stage design. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology, supported by visual and semiotic
analysis of scenographic elements—space, light, color, and material composition.
Findings reveal that both productions applied the minimalist approach, yet in different
modes: the Globe production employed a realistic minimalism, relying on the fixed
architectural setting of the historic theatre, complemented by limited props and subdued
lighting; while the Royal Shakespeare Company production adopted a more abstract and
transformative minimalism, centered on a multi-purpose cube that functioned as a ring, wall,
balcony, and tomb—creating layered visual meanings and dynamic transformations of
space.
The study concludes that minimalist scenography in contemporary English theatre embodies
the spirit of postmodernism through economy of means, visual symbolism, and multiplicity
of interpretation—redefining Shakespearean classics within a renewed and contemporary

aesthetic vision.
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