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A Reading of Ali Harb's Project on the Foundations of the Arab
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Abstract:
This study is a reading of the intellectual project of Lebanese philosopher Ali Harb. It aims to
present a clear idea of the concept of critical rationality as a new intellectual model based on
techniques of criticism, deconstruction, and change in the way understanding and meaning
are produced in contemporary Arabic discourse. In doing so, it transcends the absoluteness
and immutability of the text, regardless of its type, whether cultural, religious, or ideological.
Critical rationality is based on the concepts and principles of change, deconstruction,

pragmatism, and transformative logic, principles established for a critical mind open to
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reading texts away from preconceived beliefs, free from the restrictions imposed by the
forbidden or the unsaid, and discussing what is considered unthinkable in the Arab world.

Keywords: criticism, rationality, transformative logic, pragmatics, modernity.
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