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Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the notion of TikTok users’ emancipation as an
optimistic self-perception on the one hand and the platform’s covert ideological dominance
on the other, in light of Dominique Wolton’s propositions in his book The Media is Not
Communication. Additionally, it sought to understand how TikTok exemplifies Wolton’s
arguments about the rise of media ideologies perpetuated by media technologies, eroding
human communication’s philosophical and ethical essence. This concept should ideally

evolve alongside technological advancements in media tools.

Through a critical and analytical reading informed by Wolton's framework, the study
examined users’ practices and perceptions of TikTok. The findings revealed that the technical
advantages offered by TikTok - which have elevated its status among virtual user
communities - are embedded within a media project underpinned by the platform’s
economic-driven authority. This authority, reinforced by the growing hegemony of social
platform capitalism, positions TikTok as a clear manifestation of technological supremacy
and ideological control over users. The platform’s policies and priorities are predominantly
shaped by its economic stakeholders, underscoring that users’ perceived emancipation is
merely a small, illusory link within broader, tangible chains: the chain of addiction and the

deterioration of genuine human communication.

Keywords:
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