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Abstract :
This research attempts to address the problematic issue concerning the definition of the
concept of the "political elite” in light of the new developments in virtual space. The research

argues that the digital environment has brought about fundamental transformations in the
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sources of political power and influence, the nature of participation in political affairs, and
the mechanisms of elite formation within this social field, necessitating a critical
reconsideration of classical definitions. Through theoretical and applied analysis, the
research highlights potential new criteria (such as digital influence, the management of
representation, and the ability to shape discourse) that intersect in outlining the features of
the concept of the political elite, the methodological challenges posed in identifying this elite,
The research concludes that the political elite in the digital age is a hybrid and multifaceted
entity, requiring flexible and uptated definitional approaches that take into account the
unique dynamics and phenomena of virtual space.

Keywords : Political elite, virtual space, digital, social media platforms, digital transformation,

digital democracy.
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