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Tourism Media in Algeria

A Study of Content and Stereotypical Image in the Tourism Product
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Media plays an important role in tourism promotion; indeed, it constitutes a fundamental
element of the marketing mix due to the efforts exerted by audiovisual and interpersonal
media in shaping the tourism image before their audiences of prospective tourists. Media
constructs tourism content from the tourism product itself by transforming it into symbols
that formulate media messages aimed at directed influence. This is the case of Algerian
media in stereotyping tourism images based on the Algerian tourism product, which calls for
research in the field of tourism media and for attempts to deconstruct and evaluate the
symbols embedded in these images. No methodological tool imposes itself more effectively
in ensuring a systematic and scientific interpretation than content analysis, which may
ultimately lead to the modeling of tourism media programs.

This is the same objective that Algerian media seek to achieve through the presentation of
tourism content in television programs broadcast by the regional stations of the official
television network, by covering tourism events and seasons that showcase attractive natural
assets and highlight the richness of Algerian cultural heritage. Despite all these efforts,
tourism media in Algeria still experiences a delay in achieving functional integration within a
comprehensive system that would ultimately lead to the establishment of a genuine tourism
industry.

Keywords: Tourism Media — Media Content Analysis — Stereotypical Image / Mental Image.
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