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Abstract:
Orientalism is one of the central themes in Mohamed Arkoun’s intellectual project. As a
scholar specializing in the history of Islamic thought and deeply familiar with Orientalist
works, which he refers to as “classical Islamic studies,” Arkoun critiques these studies for
their conceptual imprecision and reliance on philology, a classical linguistic method. He
contends that this approach has become outdated due to the significant advancements in

modern human and social sciences. These advancements have introduced diverse

methodologies (particularly in anthropology, sociology, history of ideas, and Iinguistics),
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emphasizing the relevance of contemporary societal issues. Through criticism and
deconstruction, these methodologies aim to uncover the underlying realities of social and

human phenomena

Keywords: Orientalism, criticism, methodology, ideology.
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