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Abstract:

This paper seeks to clarify the position of corporate social responsibility in economic
thought in general, and how its trajectory and development have known strong opposition
from those who reject a social role for the firm, and how this rejection constituted an

intellectual crisis that was instrumental in the development of this field.
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Following this debate, the research on CSR crystallized into a theoretical trend that
completely rejected its existence, embodied in the neoclassical economic theory, which was
soon answered in the field of economics by the theory of resource dependence and
sociology through the new-institutionalism, then came the role of management by means of
stakeholder theory to dominate the theoretical field explaining CSR, consolidating its
position among the most important manifestations of dualism: Firm/Society.

Keywords: corporate social responsibility; neoclassical economic theory; the sociological

new-institutionalism; stakeholders; resource dependence.
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