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Summary:

This study attempts to shed light on the problematic concept of civilization in
contemporary Western thought, by discovering the approach adopted by Will Durant in his
dating for civilization, we aim through this study to identify in one hand the view of this
historian to the history of civilization ,in the other hand understanding the mechanisms and
methods of history for civilizations .Furthermore clarifying his point of view concerning the
factors of the emergence of civilization and the role of philosophers and thinkers in that,
taking into consideration that civilization is the outcome of both conflicts : material and
moral of man and nature, this last requires knowledge of the historical reasons behind the
rise and the fall civilizations. Through this article, we will try to answer the following
questions: What is the concept of civilization according to Will Durant and What are the
reasons for its emergence and the factors for its dissolution?

The answer to these questions requires us to study everything that this philosopher wrote
about civilization, in addition to that placing these writings in their historical and
philosophical context, in other words, comparing them with other writings on this subjectin
order to know the extent of the objectivity of the dating for civilization ,understanding it and
to derive accurate scientific explanations for it.

Keywords: Civilization, Will Durant, History of Civilization, Philosophy, History
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