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J; Dbstract J

This study aims to shed light on the contributions of Mustafa Sadiq Al-Rafi‘i (1880-1937)
to the development of modern Arabic literary criticism, through a descriptive-analytical approach
that examines his critical positions, methodological tools, and linguistic and intellectual discourse.
The study is based on the hypothesis that Al-Rafi‘i was not merely a conservative writer resisting
currents of modernization, but rather a critic with a comprehensive intellectual project who
contributed to shaping an authentic critical vision rooted in Arab-Islamic heritage, while
maintaining a profound awareness of the challenges posed by incoming modernity.

The study examines Al-Rafi‘i’s most prominent critical works, including Under the Banner
of the Qur’an and ‘Ala al-Sufud, as well as his scattered critical articles, analyzing his stance on
issues of language, literature, taste, and identity, and his rigorous debates with the leading figures
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of his era, particularly Taha Hussein and Al-‘Aqqad. The study also highlights the aesthetic and
intellectual foundations of his criticism, foremost among them his defense of the Arabic language
as a civilizational and intellectual vessel, and his linking of literature with moral values and
spiritual dimensions.

The study concludes that Al-Rafi‘i’s contribution to modern Arabic criticism lies in
consolidating value-based and linguistic criticism, resisting Westernizing tendencies that detached
literature from its cultural reference, and adopting a critical style that combines eloquence,
argumentative sharpness, and intellectual depth. Accordingly, Al-Rafi‘i occupies a distinguished
position in the history of modern Arabic criticism as a critic who preserved authenticity and
enriched the critical and intellectual debate during an era of profound transformation.

Key words: Mustafa Sadiq Al-Rafi‘i, Literary Criticism, Aesthetic Taste, Under the Banner of the
Qur’an, On the Shoulders
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