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Abstract:

This study examines the challenges faced by the revolutionary
leadership in the Sixth Wilaya between 1956 and 1959, during the
period in which the French colonial authorities sought to implement
their plan to separate the Sahara from northern Algeria. The Sixth
Wilaya emerged as a highly sensitive strategic region due to its vast
geographical expanse and harsh natural conditions. The revolutionary
leadership suffered from organisational instability, particularly
following the martyrdom of its first commander, Ali Mellah, and the
internal infiltration and acts of betrayal that followed. Furthermore,
opposition movements, most notably the Ben Saidi Movement and
the Bellounis Movement, constituted some of the most serious
challenges, disrupting the revolutionary struggle and weakening
coordination among the Wilayas. The French colonial administration
exploited these movements to fuel tribal and political divisions and to
undermine the Revolution from within. However, the reorganisation
of the Sixth Wilaya under the leadership of Si El Haoues and later
Mohamed Chaabani restored the Revolution's organisational and
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military balance. The new leadership successfully expanded
revolutionary activities into the south and consolidated the
Revolution's political and military presence. The study concludes that
the resilience of the Sixth Wilaya played a decisive role in thwarting
the French plan to separate the Sahara from the rest of Algeria. It
further demonstrates that the preservation of Algeria's territorial
integrity was the outcome of immense sacrifices and a far-sighted
revolutionary vision.

Key words: Sixth Wilaya; Revolutionary Leadership;
Opposition Movements; Territorial Integrity; Algerian Sahara.
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