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Abstract:

The Orientalist Bernard Lewis argues that Islam possesses a
distinct political system, namely the Caliphate. Historically, however,
this system did not endure for long and was gradually replaced, at
least in part, by systems based on tribes, clans, and ruling dynasties.
Although these dynastic regimes claimed to represent the institution of
the Caliphate as practised by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) and the four Rightly Guided Caliphs, historical evidence, as
Lewis himself observed, shows that the second, third, and finally the
fourth Caliphs were assassinated as a result of political intrigues and
internal unrest. These events had profound and lasting repercussions
for the entire political history of Islam. Accordingly, this study raises
the following questions: What was the nature of the political system of
the Caliphate? Why were Muslims unable to adhere to it? And what
were the consequences of this failure? The article seeks to answer
these questions by employing the historical inquiry method in the
study of political thought in Islam.

key words: Caliphate; Governance; State; Political System,;
Politics.
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