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Abstract:

This paper offers a comparative discussion of philosophies of
childhood in the United States and France, and assesses the extent to
which the two educational experiences have succeeded in establishing
programmes for teaching philosophy to children at primary level. The
discussion proceeds from the premise that philosophy is already
present in children in potential, and becomes actual through
educational practice. From an early age, children display epistemic
curiosity, mental clarity, psychological innocence, and a persistent
desire to question. Moreover, adults’ acknowledgement of their
inability to provide definitive answers to children’s questions can
itself be seen as a peak expression of philosophical thinking and
inquiry in childhood.

Against this background, the American and French initiatives in
philosophy for children seek to broaden opportunities for creativity
and cognitive discovery, and to contribute to the advancement of
civilisation across different spheres of life—beyond the progress we
experience today, and perhaps even beyond what we can envisage in
the future.
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