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Abstract:

The criminal phenomenon has intensified, and the number of
cases brought before the courts has increased, giving rise to what is
now described as a “justice crisis”. This situation has made it necessary
to seek alternatives to public prosecution. In response, various legal
systems have developed mechanisms such as reconciliation, mediation,
and settlement to address this crisis, with reconciliation being among
the most prominent. Reconciliation has been known to societies since
ancient times, and customary reconciliation councils were established
to resolve a wide range of disputes.

These councils have played a significant role in giving practical
effect to restorative justice within the community and in preventing
disputes from escalating, by facilitating reconciliation between the
parties in conflict, even though the Code of Criminal Procedure does
not expressly provide for them.

keywords: customary reconciliation councils; consensual justice;
compensation; reconciliation.
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