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Abstract:

This paper examines the protection of freedom of belief in
Islamic law and international law, and considers the extent to which
both frameworks comply with the recognised controls governing that
freedom. To address this issue, the paper is structured into two sections,
each comprising two parts.

The first section sets out the conceptual framework for
protecting freedom of belief in Islamic law and international law: it
defines “protection” and ‘“freedom of belief” and then clarifies the
boundaries that distinguish this freedom. The second section presents
the practical framework for such protection, focusing first on the
restrictions applicable to freedom of belief, and secondly on the
mechanisms and safeguards provided in Islamic law and international
law.

The paper concludes with a set of findings and
recommendations. The most significant is that Islam preceded
international agreements in affirming freedom of belief and dedicating
protection to it, emphasised the principle of equality between Muslims
and non-Muslims, and proposed that the protective provisions
established under Islamic law should be applied within the
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international community without discrimination on the grounds of
colour, sex, or religion.

keywords: freedom of belief; Islamic law; international law;
mechanisms; guarantees.
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