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A LOOK AT AN ARTICLE BY L.N. TOLSTOY A
BOUT THE NOVEL "WAR AND PEACE"
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Abstract:

This article is devoted to the analysis and review of the preface written by L.N.
Tolstoy for the first edition of the novel «War and Peace». The preface was written in
response to readers’ feedback following the publication of individual parts of the novel in
periodicals, which revealed misunderstandings and misinterpretations of the novel. In the
preface, Tolstoy seeks to explain and clarify those points that, in his view, might cause

54



mailto:odinahmad-94@mail.ru
mailto:odinahmad-94@mail.ru

confusion among readers. As is well known, the novel has been translated into many
languages. Tolstoy notes that even Russian-speaking readers may find it difficult to grasp
the author’s intent, and it is even harder to imagine how accurately it will be understood by
those reading the novel in translation. In the preface, Tolstoy emphasizes several important
aspects: the genre of the work, the characteristics of the era and their reflection in the text,
the use of French dialogue, the operation of natural laws in human society, and the role of
historical figures. A review of Tolstoy’s preface shows that even today it can serve as a
guide to a correct and profound understanding of the novel.

Keywords: Introduction, writer, time, genre, novel, reader, perception, imagination, law
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