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The institution in light of contemporary transformations: n analytical sociological
reading in light of the functional and conflict approaches
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Abstract:

This study examines the role of institutions in light of contemporary transformations from
a sociological perspective, through an analysis of the problem of whether they are a space
for social control or a field for reproducing inequality and social conflict. The analysis stems
from a dialectical approach that combines the functionalist view that the institution plays a
fundamental role in social control, as it is a basic mechanism for regulating the behavior of
individuals within society and achieving stability, balance and social integration through the
establishment of rules and standards.

In contrast, proponents of the conflict approach assert that the institution is not neutral
but rather contributes to perpetuating relations of domination and reproducing social
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inequality among social actors in society. The study highlights that contemporary
transformations such as globalization and economic, social, cultural and organizational
changes have reshaped the roles and functions of institutions and deepened the
contradictions within them, making them a complex space in which control mechanisms
intertwine with the dynamics of conflict, which calls for a critical and integrative
sociological reading to understand their functions and transformations in contemporary
societies.

Keywords: Institution, contemporary transformations, social control, social conflict,
Strategic analysis
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