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Abstract:

This study explores the epistemological shift from the history of ideas to the history of
science, emphasizing the transformation in understanding scientific knowledge and its

historiography. Unlike classical intellectual history, which assumes the continuity of human




reason and a cumulative progression of knowledge, contemporary approaches highlight
discontinuities, crises, and conceptual ruptures that reshape scientific rationality. Gaston
Bachelard’s notion of epistemological obstacles underscores the internal constraints within
scientific thought, while Thomas Kuhn’s concept of paradigms illustrates the collective and
non-linear nature of scientific progress. Michel Foucault’s archaeology of knowledge
further extends this perspective by examining the historical and discursive conditions that
make knowledge possible, revealing the interplay between science, power, and institutional
frameworks. Consequently, the epistemological historian’s role shifts from recording
discoveries to analyzing the structures, norms, and limits that govern scientific knowledge
in each era. This approach reconceives progress, objectivity, and the historian’s function,
positioning the history of science as a critical philosophical practice rather than a mere

chronological narrative.

Keywords: Epistemological shift — History of science — Epistemological rupture —

Paradigm — Archaeology of knowledge — Critique of scientific reason
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