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Abstract 

Murder Crimes in Saudi Society 

Dr. Homoud Nawar Alnemer 

This study deals with the perpetration of murder crimes in Saudi society from 

a sociological standpoint and uses as a basis for analysis all the literature 

published in the Saudi local newspapers between the years 2009 and 2012 and 

that exposed this type of crime.  Content-oriented, the study sought primarily to 

identify the main features that would single out the perpetrators as well as their 

victims. It also sought to understand the murderers’ motives, the tools they used 

to carry out their crime and the cities that witnessed them. 

What ensued from our analysis was that the perpetrators were in the majority 

of cases citizens of the country whose age ranged from 31 to 40 years old. They 

were also males, married and unemployed with a level of education not 

exceeding the secondary level. The study also showed that personal, family or 

financial conflicts, disputes and drug dealing and consumption were the primary 

causes of murder crimes. The tools used to commit these crimes, the study also 

revealed, were essentially firearms and bladed arms. As to the settings where 

these crimes were executed, statistics demonstrate that the cities of Riyadh, 

Dammam and Jazan top the list of Saudi cities in terms of the number of murder 

crimes included in this study. 

In the light of this analytical study, a number of recommendations were 

proposed. The study also laid the emphasis on intensifying security in cities and 

areas with sizable communities where housing regulations are not observed. The 

presence of security in border cities is also to be taken into account in order to 

reduce the rate of murder crimes and the reasons leading to them. In addition, 

the necessity to study this phenomenon at a much deeper national level takes on 

a greater importance in so far as it will allow us to come up with a better and 

more adequate scientific vision to deal with it. This vision will include programs 

destined at raising people’s awareness of these crimes and educating them about 

their consequences. More importantly, these programs have to be coupled with a 

firm implementation of the law to confront the increasing use of fire as well as 

bladed arms by people in general and by the youth in particular.       
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