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Abstract:

The study sheds light on the medieval history of the city of Miliana, with a particular focus
on its social structure and its role in economic life. Based on historical texts that reference the city,
Miliana possessed unique natural features that enabled it to rise to the status of a civilized urban
center, in accordance with Ibn Khaldun’s criteria. Furthermore, its praised geographic strategy and
distinctive topography drew the admiration of rulers and captured their attention. The city also
played a heroic role, serving as a safe haven for rebels and as a hub for political and military
movements.

Despite these significant roles, scholarly writings have not given Miliana the attention it
deserves in terms of documentation and analysis—especially in geographical literature, which
constitutes a fundamental source for studying medieval cities, particularly regarding their social
structure and economic function. These two elements are essential and interconnected in the rise
of any urban center during the medieval period. It is from this academic gap that our study emerges,
aiming to uncover the city’s cultural history as part of the broader narrative of medieval urban

development in the Central Maghreb, through a detailed analytical reading of the available data.
Keywords: Miliana; social structure; economic life; Central Maghreb; medieval period
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