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Abstract:

This research paper studies the travel book of John Sanderson (1584-1602) and his
observations about Istanbul in particular and the Ottoman Empire in general.

The journey of the English merchant John Sanderson to the Ottoman Empire represents an
important source for understanding the nature of Anglo-Ottoman relations during the final decades
of the 16th century—a period marked by strategic shifts in the balance of power within the
Mediterranean. This journey took place in the context of the expanding European commercial
presence in Ottoman territories, particularly that promoted by the Levant Company, which sought
to establish a foothold in Ottoman markets and to compete with traditional trading powers such as
Venice and France.

From his position as a trade representative and direct observer of Ottoman realities at the
time, Sanderson provided detailed accounts of various aspects of political, social, and economic
life in Istanbul and other Ottoman cities.

Keywords: John Sanderson, Journey, Ottoman Empire, Levent company.
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