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Abstract:

Throughout its history, the Islamic Maghreb remained an open space influenced by
numerous religious and political movements originating from the eastern Islamic world. The
movement of Ibn Tumart represented a decisive turning point in this region during the 6th century
AH (12th century CE). The Almohad state that he founded played a prominent role in bringing
about a profound transformation in the religious beliefs of society. The political authority he
attained enabled him to spread and consolidate his doctrine across the Maghreb. This was further
supported by his approach, which combined educational dimensions with a revolutionary
tendency, as well as by the influence of various intellectual currents on his thought—factors that
shaped the nature of his 3=l (mission/preaching).

Nevertheless, his theological doctrine has remained a subject of debate among scholars.
Some have considered him a Mu‘tazilite, others viewed him as Shi‘ite, while many attributed him
to Ash‘arism, and some associated him with the Zahiri school. This raises key questions: Who was
al-Mahdi Ibn Tumart? What is the true nature of his theological doctrine? And how did its
components contribute to the rise of the Almohad state?

This paper seeks to reexamine the trajectory of Ibn Tumart, focusing on the main theological
foundations upon which his doctrine was built, in order to clarify its reality and define its

characteristics.
Keywords: Keywords: Ibn Tumart; Islamic Maghreb; doctrines; doctrinal principles ingredients
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