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Abstract:

The Algerian legislator has granted the victim of a crime the right to choose between
resorting to criminal courts or civil courts in order to claim compensation for the damage suffered
as a result of the crime. In principle, jurisdiction lies with the civil courts; however, due to the
subsidiary nature of the civil action to the public action, jurisdiction has been conferred upon the
criminal courts to hear the civil claim, since the damage arises from the crime that is the subject
of criminal prosecution. This right of choice accorded to the victim constitutes an additional
guarantee aimed at ensuring the victim’s entitlement to compensation as reparation for the harm

suffered, thereby achieving the justice sought by the Algerian legislator.
Keywords: Criminal courts, injured party (victim), civil courts.
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