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The Egyptian Leadership's Position on the Soummam Congress and its 

Resolutions, August 20, 1956 
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Abstract: 

This study examines the position of the Egyptian leadership toward the Soummam 

Conference held in Algeria on 20 August 1956 and its resolutions, on the grounds that 

this position took shape in light of Ahmed Ben Bella’s reservations, since his relationship 

with the internal leadership was marked by clear divergences in vision and in assessing 

the available options. It focuses on the account presented by Fathi al-Dib - an Egyptian 

intelligence officer tasked by Gamal Abdel Nasser with coordinating with the leaders of 

the Algerian Revolution - as an account that reflects the official perspective that governed 

Cairo’s view of the Soummam Conference and of developments in the Algerian 

Revolution more generally. In addition, the study seeks to clarify elements of truth by 

presenting and comparing the most prominent historical testimonies that addressed the 

conference and its resolutions, especially since a number of decisions that were later 

described as controversial did not endure for long in field practice. In the context of the 

transformations that followed the conference, the reading adopted here indicates that the 

principle of the primacy of the political over the military was soon bypassed at a meeting 

of the National Council of the Algerian Revolution in Cairo, and that the relocation 

abroad of the Coordination and Execution Committee established by the Soummam 

Conference caused the principle of the primacy of the internal over the external to lose 

much of its practical significance.  

Keywords: Soummam Conference, Fathi al-Dib, Abdel Nasser, Ahmed Ben Bella, 

Liberation Revolution. 

 

  الملخص:

لف مسدتــ    1956ألت  20تتنـول  ذـ ا دراسد ـو ف اــي در اـوري دمنـمؤو فــل فـات م درنـ فو  دمنا ـا تــي د   د ـم   ـوسؤ  

ظ تــي دــ   تة اــوت أن ــا  ــل  اــو درــ   هونــ  تلاا ــ    اــوري درــاد ظ فط  تــو  ت و نــوت 
ف
و فــل هــ ا ذــ د دم اــي وءــح

 
دنطلااــ

ــو مدت دمنـــم   ــي درـــا      ـــ   س ـــظ د ّـ فاو ر  ـ ــاف ــا اـ ــح درملد ـــو دررـ ــو تاـ   دراسد ـ
ف
ــ ــوسدتة لتم ـ ــو لت ـــا م د ّاـ ــي درمقؤـ لدضـــفو تـ

ي فل طمف   و  ت ا درنو م  ور نساق فع اوري درثـ سي د   د مؤـو   وت  وسذـو سلد ـو والـص در نـ س درم ـ ا درـ   نلـ  
ف
دمحا

ناـــمي در ـــوذمي تمـــح فـــات م درنـــ فو  لرمـــح تطـــ سدت درثـــ سي د   د مؤـــو عءـــحظ تـــو ة لرمـــح  ونـــ   رـــ   وســـ ح دراسد ـــو تمـــح د ـــ  لا  

د فــــل  تنو ــــم د ف ا ــــو فــــل  ــــلا  تــــمد لف وسنــــو أ ــــما درءــــاوردت در وسؤ اــــو دررــــا تنولرــــ  دمــــات م لف مسدتــــ    و ــــو أا تــــار 

 تـي دم وس ـو دماادناـوة ر ـ   ـاولا در ةـ لات 
 
و  أنهو فُثيري رل ا  ر  ُ ل   راو دلا ـ  مدس طـ ؤلا   ي لان  

ُ
در مدسدت دررا ظا  ت

دررا أت    دمات م  وءير در مد ي دما  اي ذنو تمح أا ف اأ ألر ؤو درساوس ا تاح دراسلم   متوا فو  مى ت ولاا تـي د   ـو  

را  اــص درــ طلا راثــ سي د   د مؤــو  ور ــوذمي    ــو أا دن  ــو    نــو در نســاق لدر ن اــ  دمنمث ــو تــل فــات م درنــ فو  تمــح د ّــوس  

  اظ ف اأ ألر ؤو دراد ظ تاح د ّوس     ا أثما تي در داعة

 .فات م درن فو   ر  ي درا    ت ا درنو م  أن ا  ل  او  ث سي در ةمؤمالكلمات المفتاحية : 

 
INTRODUCTION 

No one denies the strength of the ties that 

linked the leadership of the Algerian 

Liberation Revolution with the Egyptian 

leadership. Algerian militants took great care 

to strengthen their connections with Cairo, 

given Egypt's regional and international 

standing during that crucial phase of 

liberation movements. Thus, Cairo became, 

in that pivotal moment of contemporary 

history, a primary hub attracting leaders of 

the liberation struggle from Arab Maghreb 

countrie 

Consequently, it can be said that the 

Egyptian leadership was informed about the 

preparations preceding the outbreak of the 
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revolution. From its early stages, it promptly 

provided various forms of support, 

particularly diplomatic, political, and media 

support. However, the evolution of events 

inside Algeria led to divergences in 

perceptions, positions, and choices between 

the two sides. The Soummam Conference 

stood out as one of the most prominent 

points of contention, especially since it 

convened under exceptional circumstances 

that limited the Egyptian leadership's ability 

to closely monitor developments in Algeria . 

From this perspective, the problematique of 

this study revolves around: How did the 

Egyptian leadership view this meeting that 

shaped the organizational and political 

roadmap of the liberation revolution? And 

how did it evaluate its resolutions and 

implications? The study seeks to address 

these questions by combining the descriptive 

method, the analytical method, and the 

comparative method, aiming to provide an 

interpretive reading grounded in an 

objective, balanced scientific approach that 

avoids preconceived judgments and 

polarizations often associated with this type 

of topic. 

1. Circumstances of the Soummam 

Conference 

The Soummam Conference was held 

in a revolutionary context characterized by 

the urgent need to reorganize the political 

and military leadership structure and unify 

the strategic vision to confront the escalating 

French colonial violence against Algerians. 

Mujahid Ali Kafi points out that the period 

preceding the conference was marked by 

weak national coordination, with initiatives 

taken in a fragmented manner according to 

the specificities of each region, coupled with 

an almost complete absence of 

communication channels and a clear 

shortage of required armament and 

equipment. This context also highlights the 

lack of a central leadership and a unified 

action program to activate the objectives of 

the November 1st Proclamation, in addition 

to the impact of leadership conflicts between 

the internal and external currents in 

complicating the revolution's organizational 

landscape. 1 

As for the armed confrontation with French 

forces, the field situation reflected a harsh 

reality, which can be vividly illustrated by 

the very location that hosted the Soummam 

Conference. In a report published by El 

Moudjahid newspaper in its second issue 

under the title "Surrender of Soummam 

Valley Villages," the article's author 

described his visit to the Aqbou area on June 

26, 1956, stating: "I saw nothing but ruins, 

destroyed homes, and ruined fields, with no 

trace of human life during the day due to the 

planes continuously flying over the area." 

The article added that the walls of 

Sheikh El Mokrani's mosque, which houses 

his shrine, bore marks of bullets and bombs, 

indicating a fierce battle had taken place 

there. In the "Biban" area, the inhabitants 

had completely disappeared, while in the 

village of Ouled Boukaitoun, which was 

subjected to heavy bombardment, nine 

people were killed - including three men, 

two women, and four children- large 

quantities of grain were burned, and women 

were subjected to rape. In the nearby village 

of Ouled Rached, six bombs each weighing 

five quintals were dropped, resulting in the 

deaths of six women and ten children.2 This 

is a miniature picture of what Algerian 

villages and countryside were experiencing, 

a situation that accelerated the necessity for 

the revolution's leadership to convene and 

define a confrontation strategy against the 

colonial forces that intensified their strikes 

on the revolutionaries' strongholds. 

2. Course of the Conference Proceedings 

The Soummam Conference represents 

a pivotal milestone in the course of the 

Algerian liberation revolution, as it 

contributed tangibly to transitioning the 

revolution from a phase of fragmented and 

sometimes contradictory field management 

to a phase of centralized framing and 

organization. This was manifested through a 

series of organizational reforms aimed at 
 

-qāʼid al-siyāsī ilá al-Munāḍil al-min al :Alī Kāfī 1  

ʻAskarī, Dār al-Qaṣabah lil-Nashr, al-Jazāʼir, 2012, 

p105 
2 al-Mujāhid: Issue No. 2, Algeria, p 95. 
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regulating relationships between leadership 

bodies at various levels, expanding the base 

of popular engagement, and promoting the 

creation of mass organizations that had a 

significant impact on consolidating the 

revolution's continuity and enhancing the 

conditions for its expansion and success . 

In this context, Ahmed Tawfiq El 

Madani offers an appreciative reading of the 

conference's outcomes, considering that it 

helped reduce the manifestations of 

confusion and turmoil that characterized the 

early stages of the liberation revolution, and 

ushered in a phase marked by a high degree 

of order, stability, and unity of decision-

making. He also points out that the 

conference established the logic of defined 

responsibility, clarity of powers and 

competencies, and entrenched the principle 

of recourse to central authority, which led to 

a decline in conflicts related to leadership 

issues and multiple decision-making centers. 

This was also reflected in the clarity of the 

external delegation's role and the limits of its 

organizational and political subordination.3 

The Soummam Conference, as stated 

in Resistance newspaper, established the 

chain of command and defined 

responsibilities, and it set up the leadership 

bodies—namely the Coordination and 

Execution Committee and the National 

Council of the Algerian Revolution—which 

consisted of 34 members: 17 full members 

and 17 alternate members.4 

The Soummam Congress approved the 

formation of the Revolution's actual 

leadership through the creation of the 

Coordination and Execution Committee, as a 

central leadership body consisting of five 

members. In the same framework, the 

Soummam Congress worked to regulate the 

relationship between the National Liberation 

Front and the National Liberation Army by 

enshrining the principle of the primacy of 

the political over the military, while 
 

3 Aḥmad Tawfīq al-madanī: ḥayāt Kifāḥ, j3, al-

Muʼassasah al-Waṭanīyah lil-Kitāb, ṭ2, al-

Jazāʼir,1980, pp 230-231. 
4 Al-Muqawama: Issue No. 2, dated November 15, 

1956. 

emphasizing that the political-military 

official within command centers is required 

to oversee maintaining balance among the 

various branches of revolutionary action.5 

Regarding the situation of the 

revolution after the Soummam Congress, 

Abane Ramdane expressed in an article 

published in El Moudjahid newspaper about 

the congress that it opened a new chapter in 

the course of the Algerian Revolution. He 

affirmed that the expansion of the 

revolution's scope made it necessary for the 

main officials to meet, and that this meeting 

took place despite the presence of about six 

hundred thousand French soldiers, and 

despite the precise military surveillance 

organized by both Guy Mollet and Robert 

Lacoste in the Kabylie mountains. Abane 

Ramdane viewed the congress as 

inaugurating a new organizational phase in 

which the National Liberation Army became 

more organized with clearer institutional 

features, in terms of leadership personality 

and unified command, alongside the 

reorganization of services and departments 

such as communications, intelligence, 

supplies, and political bodies.6 

2. Background on the Egyptian 

Position 

The Egyptian leadership's view differed 

entirely from what was mentioned earlier, as 

it relied on Ahmed Ben Bella's reservations, 

who considered what happened in the 

Soummam Valley "maneuvers that ended 

with the issuance of dangerous decisions 

that will have destructive effects on the 

continuation of the armed struggle."7 

Fathi Al-Deeb, as one of the Egyptian 

intelligence officers tasked by Gamal Abdel 

Nasser to coordinate with the revolution's 

leaders, views Abane Ramdane as standing 

behind many of the arrangements for the 

Soummam Congress, supported by a group 

of professional politicians. According to his 

perception, their experience in party 

maneuvers enabled them to direct the course 
 

5 Ibid. 
6 El Moudjahid: Issue No 2, p 107. 
7 Fatḥī al-Dīb, ʻAbd al-Nāṣir wa-thawrat al-Jazāʼir, 

Dār al-mustaqbal al-ʻArabī, al-Qāhirah, 1984, p245. 
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of the discussion and control it, taking 

advantage of the military leaders' limited 

experience in managing political debate. Al-

Deeb goes further to argue that the congress 

was not merely an organizational station, but 

resulted from an effort led by Abane 

Ramdane to tighten control over the 

revolution and sideline Ahmed Ben Bella 

from the path to leadership. In this context, 

Al-Deeb reports that Abane Ramdane 

devised a plan based on convincing the 

armed struggle leaders of the necessity for 

the internal leadership to take charge of all 

matters of the struggle, internally and 

externally, while confining Ahmed Ben 

Bella's role to external representation and 

implementing the directives and instructions 

issued by the revolution's leadership.8 
And instructions. It is noted that Fathi Al-

Deeb, in his treatment of the Soummam 

Congress, presents a critical reading that 

diminishes the congress's weight and links 

its convening to subsequent negative 

repercussions in the revolution's course, 

suggesting that the congress was an entry 

point for those outcomes or a cause of them. 

This reading centers primarily on elements 

that Al-Deeb considers decisive, especially 

those related to preparation circumstances, 

the extent of geographical representation, 

and the position of the external delegation 

within the congress's proceedings and 

outputs. 
And specifically regarding the preparation 

aspect, Fathi Al-Deeb tends to attribute the 

initiative to Abane Ramdane and highlight 

him as the main driver of the idea to hold the 

meeting, which he states explicitly by 

quoting Ahmed Ben Bella that the latter 

received information indicating Abane 

Ramdane's direction toward holding a 

meeting inside during August 1956, 

including wilaya leaders to draft the 

upcoming action plan, define work methods, 

and distribute responsibilities, and according 

to this perception, Abane Ramdane's efforts 

are understood by Fathi Al-Deeb within the 

framework of leadership struggle, 
 

8 Fatḥī al-Dīb: op-cit, p 234. 

particularly what concerns rearranging roles 

between inside and outside, and confining 

Ahmed Ben Bella's function to external 

representation and implementing the internal 

leadership's directives . 
And it is recorded against this approach that 

it makes no mention whatsoever of the 

organizational role undertaken by Arabi Ben 

M'hidi in managing the congress's 

proceedings, as it predominantly attributes 

most preparation and direction efforts to 

Abane Ramdane alone, which may be linked 

to an inaccurate assumption about the timing 

of Ben M'hidi's martyrdom, which we have 

referred to previously.9 

In fact, available testimonies vary regarding 

attributing the idea of holding the congress 

to a specific person, as some attribute it to 

Abane Ramdane, while other accounts 

indicate that Zigoud Youcef was the 

originator of the idea. Regardless, the idea 

itself was not born of the moment but dates 

back to the early beginnings of the 

revolution, as its detonators agreed to hold a 

meeting three months after the launch of the 

armed action. However, this meeting did not 

materialize at that time due to the violent 

reaction of the colonial authorities, which 

resulted in those early months in the 

martyrdom of Didouche Mourad and the 

arrest of both Mustafa Ben Boulaid and 

Rabah Bitat.10 

Regarding the issue of geographical and 

organizational representation at the 

congress, Fathi Al-Deeb relies on a narrative 

attributed to Ahmed Ben Bella that 

minimizes the extent of participation, 

asserting that attendance "was limited to 

leaders of the Algiers and Petite Kabylie 

wilayas and representatives from northern 

Constantine, while the remaining wilaya 

leaders or their representatives were absent, 

especially from Oran, the Aurès, Souk 

Ahras, and the Sahara," and adds that "no 

external representative attended"11 
 

9 Ibid, p 235. 
10 Muḥammad al-ʻArabī al-Zubayrī: al-thawrah al-

Jazāʼirīyah fī ʻāmihā al-Awwal, Dār al-Baʻth, 1984, 

p123. 
11 Fatḥī al-Dīb: op-cit, p 245. 
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However, this claim requires some scrutiny, 

particularly when considering the context in 

which the external delegation was operating, 

given the recent independence of Tunisia 

and Morocco, the intensity of French 

security surveillance on Ahmed Ben Bella 

and his group in Egypt and beyond, and the 

availability of their photos to French 

security services. Under these 

circumstances, it seems unrealistic to 

imagine their ability to cross Tunisian 

territory and reach the congress site inside 

Algeria, breaching the multiple forms of 

security barriers that controlled the area at 

that time. Therefore, the absence of an 

external representative from the congress 

may be read not as a sign of the interior's 

isolation or exclusion of the exterior, but as 

a logical result of operational and security 

realities that prevented it. 
3. Incomplete information about the 

congress. 

Fathi Al-Deeb's presentation regarding the 

Soummam Congress does not provide an 

accurate and comprehensive depiction of its 

circumstances and contexts, as we have 

seen, since it attributes many of its elements 

to a unilateral interpretation that leads to 

downplaying its weight, then loading it with 

subsequent negative consequences as if it 

were a prelude to them. In contrast, other 

data indicate that the preparation for the 

congress was not a solitary act, but 

proceeded through channels of 

communication, coordination, and exchange 

of correspondence between the interior and 

exterior, within a progression imposed by 

the developments of revolutionary action. 

The idea of the meeting is not incidental in 

the organizational sense, as some accounts 

link it to the early arrangements that 

preceded the revolution's outbreak and the 

subsequent need to coordinate decision-

making. This need intensified after the 

qualitative shift brought by the Northern 

Constantine attacks on August 20, 1955, 

which accelerated the transition from the 

logic of local initiatives to the logic of 

centralized control and unified vision. 

Regarding representation, some studies 

show that the preparatory communications 

focused primarily on leaders of the 

historically active regions, with a pivotal 

role for political coordination in the capital, 

culminating in the attendance of 

representatives from major areas, foremost: 

Zigoud Youcef, leader of the Second 

Region; Karim Belkacem, leader of the 

Third Region; Omar Ouamrane for the 

Fourth Region; and Arabi Ben M'hidi for the 

Fifth Region, alongside a political 

delegation in which Abane Ramdane played 

a coordinating role.12 

However, Fathi Al-Deeb states that Ben 

Bella told him that he was considering 

attending the meeting or sending a 

representative on his behalf13, and after 

discussing the matter together, they agreed 

to avoid him entering Algeria to attend the 

congress out of concern for his life, due to 

Abane's known capacity for betrayal and 

violence.14 

Some accounts indicate that members of the 

external delegation were not isolated from 

the initial preparations for the Soummam 

Congress, but were informed of its progress 

from the time it was merely an idea for 

holding a meeting that would include 

revolution leaders from both inside and 

outside. According to this view, a 

preliminary agreement was reached 

stipulating that Zigoud Youcef and his 

comrades would host a meeting including 

representatives from a number of regions 

and bodies: the capital region represented by 

Abane Ramdane and Karim Belkacem; 

northern Constantine region represented by 

Zigoud Youcef and his deputy; Aurès region 

represented by Mustafa Ben Boulaid and his 

deputy; Oran region represented by Arabi 

Ben M'hidi; in addition to the external 

delegation represented by Ahmed Ben Bella 

in his capacity as equipment officer, and a 

political member from the Front proposed to 

be Mohammed Khider or Hussein Aït 
 

12 Muḥammad Laḥsan Zughaydī, Muʼtamar al-

Ṣūmām wa-taṭawwur Thawrat al-Taḥrīr al-Waṭanī al-

Jazāʼirīyah, Dār Hūmah, al-Jazāʼir, 2009, p 135. 
13 Fatḥī al-Dīb: op-cit, p 235. 
14 Ibid, p 236. 
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Ahmed. 
The same account adds that in mid-May 

1956, Abane Ramdane informed the Cairo 

group of a decision to change the meeting 

location without specifying the alternative, 

then about a month later notified them of 

postponing the meeting, coupled with a 

decision to expand its nature from a limited 

coordination meeting to a congress in its full 

organizational sense.15 

It appears that this chronological sequence 

of events sheds light on what Ahmed Ben 

Bella proposed in his testimony, which 

remains vague in details; he recounted that 

he traveled with another member of the 

external delegation to Tripoli at the request 

of the internal leadership, intending to join 

the congress, and that they waited there for 

twenty days hoping someone would come to 

escort them to the convening site inside 

Algeria, but no one came, and the account 

ends with their surprise upon receiving news 

of the congress's convening in their 

absence.16 

Fathi Al-Deeb is criticized for deviating 

from historical accuracy when he denied the 

representation of the Oran region at the 

congress, completely ignoring the presence 

of Mohammed Arabi Ben M'hidi and his 

pivotal role in managing the congress 

sessions. This omission appears linked to 

Deeb's erroneous belief that Arabi Ben 

M'hidi was martyred before the Soummam 

Congress convened . 
 

This error is evident in Deeb's own 

narrative, where he states that at the end of 

the first week of June 1956, he traveled to 

Madrid and met Abdelhafid Boussof as the 

leader of the Oran Front, after the killing of 

its first leader, Arabi Ben M'hidi, by French 

authorities in the Algerian capital—an act 

carried out brutally as he was arrested 

during his presence in the Algerian capital 

for a preliminary meeting of wilaya leaders 

to agree on their demands from France in 
 

15 Mabrouk Belhooucine: le Courier Alger_ le Caire, 

Casbah Editions, alger, p168. 
16 Aḥmad ibn Billah, al-Jazīrah, (program shāhid ʻalá 

al-ʻaṣr), Episode 5, 2002. 

exchange for accepting a ceasefire . 
According to Fathi Al-Deeb, this means Ben 

M'hidi's martyrdom occurred before June 

1956, and it is understood from this that he 

was martyred more than two months before 

the Soummam Congress on August 20, 

1956, which completely contradicts 

established historical facts confirming that 

Arabi Ben M'hidi actually participated in the 

congress and was not martyred until 

February 1957.17 

Fathi Al-Deeb's historical inaccuracies in his 

narrative do not stop at the issue of Arabi 

Ben M'hidi's martyrdom, but extend to 

linking the martyrdom of several early 

leaders to the outcomes of the Soummam 

Congress, including Mustafa Ben Boulaid 

and Zigoud Youcef. However, this linkage 

lacks precision at the chronological level; 

the martyr Mustafa Ben Boulaid, leader of 

the First Region, was actually martyred 

before the Soummam Congress even 

convened. Multiple sources confirm that his 

killing occurred in March 1956 following 

the explosion of a booby-trapped radio 

device targeted at him during his work in the 

region.18 This means his martyrdom 

preceded the Soummam Congress by nearly 

five months, and the absence of the First 

Region from the congress stems originally 

from his martyrdom, as well as the lack of 

appointment of a successor after the 

martyrdom of his first deputy, Cheihani 

Bachir, also in October 1955.19 

How could the Soummam Congress be the 

cause of Mustafa Ben Boulaid's martyrdom? 

This is what Fathi Al-Deeb mentions when 

he says: "The distressing news continued 

about the beginning of the internal conflict 

phase and physical liquidation among 

members of the wilaya leaderships opposing 

the congress decisions, in a way that greatly 

disturbed us, and the first victim was the 

heroic fighter leader Mustafa Ben Boulaid, 

who had the greatest merit and favor in the 
 

17 Fatḥī al-Dīb: op-cit, p 217. 
18 Muḥammad al-ʻArabī al-Zubayrī: op-cit, p 119. 
19 Abd al-Ḥafīẓ Amiqrān al-Ḥusaynī: Mudhakkirāt 

min masīrat al-niḍāl wa-al-jihād, Dār al-ummah, Ṭ1, 

al-Jazāʼir, 1997, p 52. 
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success of the Algerian Revolution... and he 

was assassinated by planting a radio device 

on him that exploded and ended his life."20 

Fathi Al-Deeb also implicated the 

martyrdom of hero Zigoud Youcef as a result 

of the Soummam Congress, despite him 

being martyred in a battle against the enemy, 

where he says: "And if all the question 

marks that accompanied the circumstances 

of him falling into an ambush prepared by 

the French for him after leaving his hideout 

point fingers of accusation of betrayal and 

treachery at his assistants in the leadership, 

Ibrahim Mazhoudi and Ali Kafi, as I learned 

from all the Algerian brothers who arrived in 

Meanwhile,  21iro from inside Algeria."Ca

testimonies from the mujahideen who were 

under his command and who witnessed the 

martyrdom battle indicate that it was not so. 

 

These are regrettable errors, especially if 

they come from someone who claims about 

himself: "Fate willed that I alone possess 

knowledge and familiarity with the secrets 

and intricacies of many events, and with all 

their details for every stage of the Arab 

revolutionary struggle through positive 

participation in all its fields."22 

He says also "starting from my exclusivity 

in experiencing and participating with the 

Algerian brothers, the planners of the 

November 1, 1954 revolution, and my 

militant follow-up of all the revolutionary 

events and their developments23" 
We do not know how Fathi Al-Deeb 

overlooked the knowledge that Arabi Ben 

M'hidi presided over the congress sessions 

and had a major role in directing the course 

of the discussion, nor how he overlooked 

that Mustafa Ben Boulaid was martyred 

before the Soummam Congress and not after 

it, and many other famous events were 

absent from him24. The space does not allow 
 

20 Fatḥī al-Dīb: op-cit, p 249. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid, p 13. 
23 Ibid, p 17. 
24 Fathi Al-Deeb does not mention at all the August 

20, 1955 attacks in his book despite the importance of 

the event in the course of the revolution. 

mentioning them, and he knows every small 

and large detail. 
4. Egypt's View on the Congress 

Decisions 

Fathi Al-Deeb's remarks on the congress 

decisions do not go beyond describing them 

as dangerous decisions that will have 

destructive effects on the continuation of the 

armed struggle25 . 
He does not mention these decisions 

specifically, but through his use of terms like 

"political" and "military," as well as 

"internal" and "external" leaders, it is 

understood that the intended dangerous 

decisions are the two principles endorsed by 

the congress : 
- Priority of the political over the 

military. 
- Priority of the internal over the 

external . 
These are decisions planned by Abane 

Ramdane, according to Fathi Al-Deeb, who 

sought to oust Ahmed Ben Bella from the 

leadership of the revolution, attempting to 

convince the armed struggle leaders of the 

necessity for the internal leadership to 

control the affairs of the struggle internally 

and externally.26 

Al-Deeb states: "...Abane Ramdane 

succeeded in imposing his view on the 

congress participants in a manner that 

outwardly preserved the course of the 

Algerian struggle, and directed his efforts 

toward achieving victory away from any 

perception by these military leaders of the 

selfish motives behind it for his control over 

the revolution's destiny and the dominance 

of politicians over all affairs of the 

struggle27". 
In reality, regarding the priority of the 

political over the military, some 

participating leaders indeed feared that 

Abane Ramdane and the drafting committee 

members with him, who were politicians, 

wanted to contain and control the 
 

25 Fatḥī al-Dīb: op-cit, p 236. 
26 Ibid, p 234. 
27 Ibid, p 245. 
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revolution.28 However, Amar Ben Ouda 

notes that this fear quickly dissipated after 

explanations were given that the priority of 

the political over the military meant 

focusing on negotiations with the enemy and 

regulating the conditions for a ceasefire, as 

military victory over one of the largest 

colonial powers is impossible.29 

Regarding the endorsement of the principle 

"priority of the internal over the external," 

the congress resorted to it, as some accounts 

indicate, based on several considerations, 

most prominently the presentation by the 

martyr Arabi Ben M'hidi. According to this 

presentation, there were reservations about 

complete reliance on Egypt for securing 

weapons, given that Cairo's stance on the 

Algerian revolution is influenced by its 

regional and international diplomatic 

calculations, making it a shifting position 

according to the requirements of Egyptian 

foreign policy . 
In addition, the same context points out that 

the National Liberation Front delegation 

abroad suffered from internal difficulties 

that prevented it from becoming a unified 

and effective leadership, as it remained 

fragmented due to divisions and individual 

competition for leadership, which negatively 

affected its ability to assume a central 

leadership role.30 

Nevertheless, these interpretations remain 

mere justifications for what happened, as 

returning to some historical testimonies 

reveals the clear background of these two 

decisions: the actual empowerment of Abane 

Ramdane and his close associates, due to the 

availability of two main conditions—they 

being politicians and present inside the 

homeland. Colonel Tahar Zoubiri states in 

the first part of his memoirs: "After the 

criticisms directed at some decisions of the 

Soummam Congress, and at its engineer 

Abane Ramdane, especially those related to 

the priority of the political over the military 

and the priority of the internal over the 
 

28 Muḥammad al-ʻArabī al-Zubayrī: Jabhat al-Taḥrīr 

al-Masār wa-al-fikr, p139. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid, p 124. 

external, and the lack of reference to Arab-

Islamic affiliation, it was decided to hold the 

first meeting of the Algerian Revolutionary 

Council."31 
5. Fate of Soummam Decisions 

Some historical testimonies indicate that the 

Soummam Congress resolutions, 

particularly the principles of political 

priority over military and internal over 

external, did not practically lead to the 

decisive effects suggested by a literal 

reading of those resolutions. 
They were not translated into actual and 

permanent control by politicians over the 

revolution's course nor into stable fixation of 

leadership inside the country; field and 

security transformations quickly imposed 

their logic on leadership positioning, making 

the decision center more prone to shifts 

following battlefield developments. 
In this context, evidence is drawn from the 

relocation of the Coordination and 

Execution Committee itself abroad, meaning 

the "internal priority over external" principle 

remained more theoretical, clashing with 

war realities; thus, historian Al-Arabi 

Zubeiri's statement gains interpretive 

significance when he states that Abane 

Ramdane "began losing much of his 

influence and authority" after being forced, 

with other committee members, to leave 

Algeria and settle abroad, turning the 

congress principle against him since he no 

longer counted among internal leaders 

granted decision-making priority.32 

During the Algerian Revolutionary National 

Council conference held in Cairo, this shift 

in power balances deepened, as military 

leaders dominated the council's proceedings 

and decision-making . 
Abane Ramdane was effectively sidelined 

from the decision center and assigned to the 

media file within the Coordination and 

Execution Committee, interpreted as veiled 

marginalization of his pivotal political role 

from the Soummam Congress onward . 
 

31 al-Ṭāhir Zubayrī, Mudhakkirāt ākhir qādat al-Ūrās 

al-tārikīyyīn, ānāb, 2008, p171. 
32 Ibid. 
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The council affirmed Algeria's Arab-Islamic 

affiliation, enhancing the revolutionary 

discourse's ideological dimension, possibly 

responding to regional or internal 

sensitivities; this elevated the "three Ba's" 

trio—Krim Belkacem, Abdelhafid Boussof, 

and Lakhdar Bentobal—as the actual power 

holders, reflecting a shift from Soummam's 

political logic toward military centrality in 

leadership and organization.33 

Fathi Al-Deeb's presentation in his book 

Abdel Nasser and the Algerian Revolution 

reveals that Ahmed Ben Bella anticipated 

that the Soummam Congress resolutions 

would lead to several potential negative 

effects . 
These included widening opposition to the 

decisions in some wilayas, potentially 

escalating to internal clashes and leadership 

purges; border wilayas withholding weapons 

from internal ones to pressure retreat; the 

image of division spreading abroad, 

threatening Arab and international 

confidence in the revolution; and entering a 

phase of tension between politicians and 

military within the Liberation Army, with 

harmful impacts on the revolutionary path.34 

This diagnosis of the Soummam Congress 

outcomes by Egyptian leadership aligns with 

Ahmed Ben Bella's statement in a television 

testimony four decades after independence, 

where he described the congress as a 

"dagger stab" in the back of the Algerian 

revolution. 
However, a thorough examination shows 

that these predictions were not confirmed by 

subsequent events, as the revolution 

demonstrated considerable cohesion, 

cooperation, and achievements that 

enhanced its image in Arab and international 

public opinion throughout its course. 
In contrast to Ben Bella's position, 

statements by other leaders on the 

Soummam Congress generally leaned 

toward radically different assessments and 

conclusions; while Ben Bella links the 

congress resolutions to the rise of politicians 
 

33 Ibid, p 172. 
34 Fatḥī al-Dīb: op-cit, p 248. 

in the Coordination and Execution 

Committee, affirming he was affected by 

them without conveying his displeasure to 

Al-Deeb or Nasser, he instead wrote to the 

internal leadership requesting non-

publication of the decisions due to 

incomplete representation, and considered 

the congress severed ties with the 

revolution's "Arab depth," which he viewed 

as an extension of Nasserism, marking the 

start of deviation from the "authentic 

revolutionary line."35 

Ben Bella's emphasis on the Fifth Region's 

lack of representation in the congress, and 

his stripping of Commander Arabi Ben 

M'hidi of the mandate assigned to him in the 

distribution of tasks among the six members 

by tasking him with leading the Fifth 

Region, contradicts the revolutionary truth 

of the Algerian revolution's situation, as it 

did not account for regional affiliation in 

assuming responsibility . 
This was not exclusive to the Fifth Region; 

similarly, the Second Region had its 

leadership entrusted to Commander Dida 

Murad, the Fourth Region to Commander 

Rabah Bitat, then Souidani Boujemaa with 

Mr. Ahmed Bouichaib from western Algeria 

as his deputy. 
According to Ahmed Ben Bella, this 

congress was a betrayal of the Algerian 

revolution's principles and a deviation from 

its Arab-Islamic affiliation; the serious 

aspect is that political assassinations of some 

revolution symbols began after the 

Soummam Congress, and it suffices to read 

the Soummam Congress statement to find 

not a single word about affiliation to 

Arabism and Islam.36 

In justifying the absence of any reference to 

Arab-Islamic affiliation in the Soummam 

Congress platform, one of Abane Ramdane's 

closest associates, Ben Yousef Ben Khedda, 

states: "The circumstances through which 

Algeria was passing in its war against the 

colonizer did not allow raising the 
 

35 Aḥmad ibn Billah, al-Jazīrah, (program shāhid ʻalá 

al-ʻaṣr), Episode 5, 2002. 
36 Ibid. 
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ideological issue, as the brothers who 

participated in the congress were not 

concerned with this issue; their major 

preoccupation was the way to strengthen the 

revolution, unify the people, arm it, finance 

it, and then how to confront the French 

colonizer. If the ideological issue had been 

raised at that time, the consequences would 

have been dire due to the multiplicity of 

orientations among the revolution's leaders 

between Islamists and secularists, and Abane 

Ramdane37 did not agree with the Islamists. 

There was a million French people in 

Algeria, some of whom cooperated with the 

revolution... how would their position be if 

the congress adopted the idea of an Islamic 

state?"38 
Months passed, and the expectations of 

Messrs. Fathi Al-Deeb and Ahmed Ben 

Bella mentioned above did not materialize; 

instead, the positive results of the Soummam 

Congress emerged, providing a strong 

impetus to the liberation revolution thanks to 

the structural and organizational reforms, as 

well as the clear strategy it set for the 

revolution's course . 
As for the two aforementioned principles 

that were reserved, the revolution's 

leadership retreated from them at the 

meeting of the Algerian Revolutionary 

National Council in Cairo on August 27, 

1957, where the minutes stated: The 

meeting, given that some positions 

established by the Congress of August 20, 

1956, were given ambiguous interpretations, 

and given that the Algerian revolution must 

have leadership free from all ambiguity 

because that is the basic condition for 

preserving the unity of the Algerian people, 

the National Council of the Revolution 

affirms what follows: 
 

37 Ben Yousef Ben Khedda defends Abane Ramdane 

fiercely, stating that despite being educated in 

French, he always believed in and defended the 

principle of Algerian identity imbued with Arab-

Islamic culture, which is the basis of the Algerian 

People's Party doctrine... and never objected at any 

time to the Islamic values in the November 1st 

Proclamation. ben Yūsuf ibn Khaddah: shahādāt wa-

mawāqif, Dār al-ummah, Ṭ 1, 2006, p 92.p.  
38 ben Yūsuf ibn Khaddah, private interview, 1998. 

All those who contributed to the liberation 

battle, whether in military uniform or not, 

are equal, and as a result, there is no priority 

for the political aspect over the military 

aspect, nor any difference between the 

internal and the external.39 
CONCLUSION  
In conclusion of this study, the Egyptian 

position toward the Soummam Congress 

was marked by a high degree of reservation 

and caution . 
This reservation cannot be separated from 

Cairo's sensitivity to any reorganization of 

revolutionary legitimacy that might weaken 

its position or disrupt the political and media 

support channels Egypt had woven with the 

liberation revolution's leadership in its early 

stages; this apprehension is understood in 

light of the tensions that characterized 

relations between Egyptian leadership and 

some components of internal and even 

external leadership, where security 

considerations, representation, and decision 

legitimacy intertwined with power 

calculations within the revolution's 

command. 
Thus, a significant part of Egyptian 

leadership's reservations was built on 

Ahmed Ben Bella's stance and his narrative 

of events, whether regarding regions' and 

external delegation's representation or 

interpreting congress resolutions as an 

assault on the revolution's Arab extension, 

contributing to a skeptical Egyptian 

perception of Soummam more than a neutral 

description of its facts; the impact extended 

beyond the initial stance to color relations 

between Egyptian and revolutionary 

leadership with coldness and caution post-

congress, affecting coordination rhythm and 

trust levels to the point of the provisional 

government's departure from Cairo to Tunis . 
In this context, one problematic aspect of the 

Egyptian role was occasional interference in 

the internal affairs of the liberation 

revolution's leadership, whether through 
 

39 al-Matḥaf al-Waṭanī lil-Mujāhid, Majallat al-

dhākirah ijtimāʻ al-Majlis al-Waṭanī lil-thawrah al-

Jazāʼirīyah, Year 2, Issue 3, 1995, p. 48. 
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attempts to influence decision-making paths 

or differential weighting of revolutionary 

leaders by Egyptian command, which 

sometimes provoked angry reactions from 

some revolution leaders who saw such 

interventions as an assault on organizational 

independence; this tension is read as part of 

a complex dynamic intertwining the need for 

support with the desire for autonomy. 
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