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Abstract:

This study analyzes the narrative and semantic structure of the tale “Al-Walja bint al-Ghula”
as a model rich in anthropological and educational meanings, aiming to deconstruct folklore and
reinterpret it within a modern critical perspective. It raises the central question of how the
folktale’s structure can shift from symbolic indoctrination to fostering critical thinking in young
audiences.

The findings reveal that, despite its mythical nature, the Algerian folktale carries deep
educational potential. It demonstrates the power of popular imagination to dismantle symbolic
domination and transform reception into a self-reflective experience. Moreover, it shows the
possibility of employing folk heritage as a tool to nurture children’s critical awareness, moving

beyond fear and submission toward intellectual empowerment.
Keywords: Journey, Test, Transformation, Tale, Folk.
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