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Abstract:

This study examines the representation of violence in fragmented urban spaces through the short
story genre, positioning the city as a living entity scarred by war and human conflict rather than
merely geographical terrain. Analyzing Ahmed Abu Hazem's "The Whistling of Empty Skulls",
from the Sudanese collection "Crowns of Storytelling," this research investigates how narrative
fragmentation mirrors urban spatial breakdown.

The study reveals that fragmented urban space reflects contemporary value collapse,
diminishing security and familiarity while fostering human exile and alienation. The city becomes
a hostile territory where violence transforms from social phenomenon into aesthetic component,
enabling artistic reshaping through literary representation.

The short story genre proves particularly suited to capturing this urban fragmentation, as its
condensed form mirrors the fractured experience of contemporary city life. Through aesthetic
transformation, the short story transforms violence from a social phenomenon into an aesthetic
component, allowing for its artistic reshaping.

Keywords: City; Fragmentation; Short Story; Space; Violence.
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